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DECISION 

FILE: B-211167 DATE: April 14, 1983 

MATTER OF: Chapman C o l l e g e  

DIGEST: 

P r o t e s t  t h a t  l o w  b i d d e r  (1) s u b m i t t e d  a n  
u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y  low b i d  and  ( 2 )  c a n n o t  
p r o p e r l y  c o n d u c t  and m a i n t a i n  q u a l i t y  of 
c o l l e g e  l e v e l  academic program so as  to 
a d e q u a t e l y  s e r v e  Navy p e r s o n n e l  i n v o l v e s  
a f f i r m a t i v e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y  which  is n o t  r e v i e w e d  b y  GAO i n  
a b s e n c e  of c i r c u m s t a n c e s  n o t  p r e s e n t  h e r e .  

Chapman C o l l e g e  (Chapman) protests  t h e  Depar tmen t  of 
t h e  Navy ' s  (Navy)  award of a c o n t r a c t  t o  C e n t r a l  T e x a s  
C o l l e g e  ( C e n t r a l  T e x a s )  u n d e r  s o l i c i t a t i o n  N o .  N00612-82-R- 
0430. T h i s  c o n t r a c t  is  f o r  a n  academic  program known a s  t h e  
Program f o r  A f l o a t  C o l l e g e  E d u c a t i o n  ( P A C E )  f o r  t h e  P a c i f i c  
F l e e t .  We d i s m i s s  t h e  p ro tes t .  

Chapman c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  b i d  s u b m i t t e d  b y  T e x a s  
C e n t r a l  is u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y  l o w  and  t h a t  q u a l i f i e d  c i v i l i a n  
c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r s  c a n n o t  b e  r e c r u i t e d  and r e t a i n e d  based  
o n  t h e  amount  b i d  f o r  e a c h  t h r e e - c r e d i t  c y c l e .  W e  have  h e l d  
t h a t  w h e t h e r  a b i d d e r  c a n  p e r f o r m  a t  i t s  b i d  p r i c e  is a 
q u e s t i o n  which  g o e s  to  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  b i d d e r .  
S e e  V i r g i n i a  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  C c m p a z ,  B-202393, J u l y  9 ,  1981 ,  
81-2 CPD 25.  Here, che  Navy macle a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  d e t e r m i n a -  
t i o n  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h i s  O f f i c e  does n o t  r e v i e w  s u c h  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  u n l e s s  f r a u d  or bad f a i t h  is shown o n  t h e  
par t  of p r o c u r i n g  o f f i c i a l s ,  or  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  c o n t a i n s  
d e f i n i t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  which  a l l e g e d l y  have  n o t  
b e e n  m e t .  Young P a t r o l  - S e r v i c e ,  3-205014, October 1 3 ,  1981 ,  
81-2 CPD 3 0 r N e i t h e r  e x c e p t i o n  is p r e s e n t  here. 

- -------_I-_I--- 

Chapman a l so  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  program c a n n o t  be 
p r o p e r l y  c o n d u c t e d ,  q u a l i t y  m a i n t a i n e d  and  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
n e e d s  of Kavy p e r s o n n e l  a d e q u a t e l y  s e r v e d  u n d e r  t h e  academic 
a r r a n g e m e n t s  proposed by C e n t r a l  Texas .  T h e s e ,  too, are 
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matters of responsibility and, for the reasons set out 
above, our Office will not review the contracting officer's 
affirmative determination in regard to these matters. - See 
Freund Precision, Inc., B-208455, August 18, 1982, 82-2 CPD 
155. 

The protest is dismissed. 

Acting General Counsel 




